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Stinson Beach Historical Society Board of Directors: President
Marcus White; V.P. Georgia Heid; Treas. Phyllis Fitzpatrick;
Sec. Barrie Stebbings; Archivist Jane Slack. Board Members-atLarge: David Conrad, Jane Slack, Katherine Broomhead, Peter
Asmus, Susan Kelly, Celeste Washington, Mary Greenwood,
Toby Bisson, Susan Banta, Gray Shepard; SBCC Rep. Catherine
White. Committees: Acquisitions/Archival Planning: Jane Slack,
Georgia Heid; Digitization & Library Shows; Tamae Agnoli,
Barrie Stebbings, Georgia Heid, Barbara Ward, Susan Banta;
Oral Histories: Tamae Agnoli, Celeste Washington, Barrie
Stebbings, David Conrad; Willow Whistle: Barrie Stebbings,
Tamae Agnoli; Sales & Publicity: Celeste Washington; History
Corner Docents: Phyllis Fitzpatrick, Jane Slack. The Society
collects photographs, documents, oral histories and memorabilia
significant to the history of Stinson Beach and its environs;
keeps these available for retrieval, provides for perpetual care
and uses them in exhibitions & publications for the educational
enrichment of the public. Meetings are at 5:30 on the 2nd Tuesday of each month and are open to the public. Our nonprofit tax
number is 68-416759.

ecr wss

Friends and Neighbors
Stinson Beach, CA 94970

SBHS: Looking Back, Moving Forward
It was a joy for the Historical Society to participate in
Cuisine on the Green in May. Judging by the feedback we
weren’t alone in thinking how nice it would be if this biennial event were to be held more often. A big thank you
to the four former residents who organized the event—
Sandra Francis,
Wendy DiPaolo,
Ginnie Otis (see
photo) and Beth
Perry. Though
the day remained
a bit overcast, no
sunshine
was
needed because
the glow of the
day was the main event. Our table sold out all its homebaked goods, Rachelle’s chocolate cake, David Conrad’s
California State Fair award-winning Meyer lemon curd.
Phyllis reported a net a profit of $248.

We’ve set the date for our Annual Meeting on Saturday,
Sept. 12, with a theme of A Pop Music History of Stinson
Beach. It promises to be a fun-filled event with displays
of memorabilia and visual media. We have at least one
confirmed surprise guest. Our theme was inspired by the
recent deluge at our Post Office of artistically-designed
letters to the Grateful Dead office for tickets to their farewell concert. As some of you may recall, Jerry Garcia
was once a Stinson Beach homeowner. In fact, the house
he originally bought for $60,000 in the 1970s, was ultimately put on the market under different ownership in
2013 for almost $4 million. But he is not the only rock
legend who called Stinson home during their careers.

Learn who else were (and might still be) our neighbors* by
coming to our September gala. We will offer oysters and
food prepared by KT’s Kitchen plus refreshments. Doors
will open at 6:00 p.m. Entry is by donation/members free.
*Peter Asmus and Gray Shepard will be interviewing relevant guests on KWMR on Mondays at 9:00 a.m. and every
other Sunday at 6:00 pm in August.
Also at that meeting we will be voting on Board Officers.
All current officers have been re-nominated: Marcus
White, President; Georgia Heid, Vice President; Phyllis
Fitzpatrick, Treasurer; Barrie Stebbings, Secretary. To
nominate another person for a position, please contact us or
do so at the meeting.
In addition, the Historical Society will be presenting a retrospective of the Stinson
Beach music scene from the
1960s to the present in the
Historical Corner of the Library in the fall.

2014 Financial Report
Income:
Memberships $1,960
Donations
4,080
Spring Events
372
Holiday Lunch 3,500
Winter Raffle
1,210
Sales
1,248
Memorials
50
Income Total

$12,420

Net Income

$ 4,162

Expenses:
Holiday Lunch
Spring Event
Digitization
WW Printing
Donations/Gifts
Bingo Prizes
Dues to Org
Postage
Taxes/Insurance
Website
Bol/SB Books
Expense Total

$2,888
119
37
443
554
94
300
482
1,467
1,390
484
$8,258

2015 Historical Society Members
Special Benefactor: Michael McCone & Char lene Har vey; Patrons: Mel & Pam DeWeer d, Fr ed Finkelstein & Shannon Rapp, Geor gia Heid & Mar y
Belle O’Brien, Jane & Don Slack; Friends: Larry Baskin & Kathlynn Capdeville, Katie Beacock, Barbara Boucke, Jill Ertola Shustoff, Will & Virginia Felch,
Earlene Folsom, Sarah Folsom & Paul Lesniak, Jim & Jane Gillam, Gail Graham, Bruce MacPhail, Mark & Mauree Perry, Roger Pollak & Whitney Pinger, Annie Rand, Doug Schmidt & Steve Martin, Tom & Susan Silk, Bonnie Sullivan, Peter Wilson & Mary Ann Cobb; Members: Tamae & Val Agnoli, Nancy Alfsen,
John Andrews & Yoshi Fukamiya, Toby Bisson & Mary Greenwood, Len & Judy Chapman, John & Wendy Doughty, Albert Engel, Joe & Ph yllis Fitzpatrick,
Tommye Jarvis & Charles Lenhoff, Roger Kovach, Celeste Laprade, Pat Lee, Pamela Lichtenwalner, Sam Matthews, Nancy McCarthy, Shirley Moyce, , Morey &
Susie Nelsen, Beth Perry, Ron & Mary Pharis, Jim & Suzanne Ritchie, Dexter & Brenda Roberts, Angela Rubin, Jamie & Roscoe Sutton, Sergio & Susy Vergara,
Jeff & Ann Walsh, Barbara Ward, Judith Weston, Marcus & Catherine White.

Windows into the Past: Artistic Visions
Landscape
painter
Thaddeus
Welch
(1844-1919) and his
artist wife Ludmilla
Pilat Welch (18671925) found their way
to Marin County in the
1890s and eventually
settled on the coast in
an area they christened
Steep Ravine. They
built their own cabin
and lived mostly off
the land and the bounty of the Ocean. Thaddeus spent much of his life in economic limbo and did not gain national recognition as a
landscape painter until rather late in life when the Bohemian Club in San Francisco exhibited his work in 1897.
Finally at the turn of the century his art received critical
acclaim for its poetic depictions of Marin County, capturing the essence of our pastoral scenery through his soft
“tonalist” palette. There has been speculation that some
of his works were done in collaboration with Ludmilla, a
talented painter in her own right, whose initials can be
found on several of his paintings. Although she had always painted in a style similar to her husband, after his
death she took up the adobes of Southern California as
her special subject. She continued to go on sketching trips
and paint until her death in 1925. Their works are in the
permanent collections of the Oakland Museum and the
Bolinas Museum.
Graphic artist Ken
Shockey (1919–
1999) moved with
his wife Bobbie to
Stinson in 1949
where they lived
for 40 years. During that time he
worked in San
Francisco for the Howard Quinn Printing Company as a
professional artist and designed numerous posters for the
California Wildflower Show at the Oakland Museum

(after the original Stinson Beach Wildflower Show, initiated by his wife Bobbie and four other local ladies, outgrew its Stinson venue). Locally, he was known for his
watercolors and pen and ink drawing of historic buildings,
wildflowers, ghost towns and rodeo scenes, not surprising
since his early years were spent on the rodeo circuit as a
wrangler riding bulls and bucking broncos.
Artist and architect
Bruno
Schneider
(1877-1955) lived in
Stinson for 35 years.
Although a world
traveler, Stinson held
a special place in his
heart and art. He built his home at 80 Laurel in the Moorish-style house based on his time abroad. and painted
many local coastal scenes, including the murals that grace
the walls of our Community Center.
Descended from a long
line of artists and naturalists, Peter Bishop Allen (1943-2004) became
a marine mammal sculptor extraordinaire. Using
natural materials, his
sculptures were lovingly
crafted and frequently presented to foreign dignitaries by
then-Mayor Dianne Feinstein. Tragically, Peter ended his
own life at the age of 50, but during his lifetime he was an
iconic figure. An avid surfer, self-taught musician (he
played banjo, piano and trombone in many local bands),
and general man about town, his works remain an indelible part of Stinson Beach.
You can view the works of these artists and many others
on our website at www.stinsonbeachhistoricalsociety.org
under Collections/Virtual Exhibit. On our site you can see
our archival photographs, find out about our current and
future events, read meeting minutes, or learn how to become a member of our organization. We are always looking for ways to add to and improve our website so we
would welcome your feedback. You can also contact us at
www.stinsonbeachhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

-------------------------------------------------RENEW MEMBERSHIP or JOIN SBHS MAIL TO SHBS, attn: Treasurer, POB 413, STINSON BEACH, CA 94970
Name(s) _________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________
A. I want to join / renew my membership in the SB Historical Society at the following level*:
_____Individual $25

_____Family $30

_____Benefactor $500 or more

_____Friend $100 or more _____Patron $250 or more

_____Special Benefactor $1,000 or more

$______________

*Special Member Benefits Friend: listing in the Willow Whistle; Patron: listing + complimentar y Holiday
Luncheon Raffle tickets (value $50); Benefactor: all above + 2 complimentary Holiday luncheon tickets (value $50);
Special Benefactor: all above + a special gift fr om the Histor ical Society.

B. I would like to make a special donation to the SBHS. Please call me ____________________
C. Yes, I’d like to help the SBHS by volunteering my time. Please call me __________________
D. ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK.

TOTAL

$_______________

